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Thus writes Irenseus about the year 190 A.D.,
and we can hardly exaggerate the importance
of his testimony. He was no recluse, and though
he lived in Gaul, we cannot call him a merely
local witness. He kept up intercourse with
Eome and the East till the end of the century.4
He showed on one great occasion his statesman-
like care for the whole Church both in East
and West. The dispute in the Christian Church
with regard fco the proper time at which Easter
should be kept, had reached an acute stage.
The Bishop of Home made things still more
unpleasant by excommunicating one side. A
leading part in restoring peace fell to Irenseus.

Such is the man who beat's witness that, about
the year 190 A.D., and, no doubt, for some time
before, our Four Gospels were so well established
as to be acknowledged by Catholics and heretics
as a common authority in controversy. What
are we, then, to make of the statement that
there is no trace of the very existence of three
of them before 180 A.D. ? Surely these great
authorities cannot have been made up in 180
A.D., and immediately accepted by all parties !

Let it then be placed on record that, at the
earliest date after apostolic times, at which we